
E2 Handshape Order
Identify the handshape used in each sign and write it on the line above the sign. 
Then, number the signs in the same order you would find them in The American 
Sign Language Handshape Dictionary. Write the numbers 1–14 in the circles. If 
you need help, look at the handshape chart on page 9, or in the dictionary. 
Remember, the one-hand signs come before the two-hand signs. 

AAA BBB CCC DDD 

EEE FFF 

GGG HHH 

III JJJ 

MMMLLLKKK NNN 

RAIN HOW TALK DUCK 

TRY 

LUCKYAPPLE 

BROTHER SATURDAY CAT DINNER 

I-LOVE-YOU GUITAR 
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E14 Matching
All of the signs below are made with the 1 handshape. Match the glosses with
their signs and write the letter or letters on the corresponding lines. Remember, a
sign can have more than one English gloss. 
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9 10 11 12

1 2 3 4

5 6  7 8

9 10 11 12

1 2 3 4

5 6  7 8

9 10 11 12

1 2 3 4

5 6  7 8

A. ONE

B. WALKING

C. DOWNSTAIRS

D. LUST

E. COME HERE

F. THIRSTY

G. UPSTAIRS

H. THIRST

I. ALWAYS

J. DOWN

K. GO

L. SMART

M. COME

N. BLACK

O. WHERE

P. INTELLIGENT

Q. DEAF

R. UP



M5 Which One Doesn’t Belong?
All but one gloss in each box represents a sign that is made at the location 
written at the bottom of the box. Determine which gloss does not belong in each 
list and write the letter next to the gloss inside the circle. 

KID 

YY 

E. ALLERGY 

near nose 

GOD 

B. TALLTALLT

C. LION 

SUNSHINE 

E. HEAVENAVENA 

above head 

A. 
URDEN 

ASTA 

R 

E. 

right shoulder 

-AID 

E. ALARM 

ear or ears 

A. GLAD 

B. FAFAF T 

C. BENEFIT 

D. RABBI 
E. YOUNG 

chest 

A. UNDERSTANDTANDT 

B. NEPHEW 

C. FUNERAL 

D. THINK 

E. PENNY 

temple 

A. GUITARTART

B. RUSSIA 

C. W-OFF 

D. FULL 

E. ZIPPER 

waist 

A. CHOKE 

B. POISON 

C. HANG 

D. STUCK 

E. PENNILESS 

neck 

A. WORRYRYR
B. HAIR 

C. BOSS 

D. LETTUCE 

E. WORSHIP 

head 

A. COCA-COLA 

HOSPITALTALT

SCOTLAND 

SMELL 

E. MONKEY 

arm or armpit 

JEANS 

G 

E. CKS 

A. BED 

B. BROWN 

C. CAKE 

D. RUBBERRUBBERR 

E. BLAME 

cheek 

A. DISAPPOINT 

BAWLAWLA 

WAKEWAKEW -UP 

WHATATA -IF 

E. SURPRISE 

under eyes 

TEASE 

R 

VVOR 

E. EMBARRASS 

lower lip thigh area 

1 2 3 4 

11 12 13 14 

5 6 

7 8 

9 10 
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__ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

M18 Sign Descriptions
Each of the signs described below begins on the forehead. Read the sign descrip-
tions and make the signs. Then, write the English glosses on the lines at the end 
of each description. If you need help, turn the page to find the sign illustrations. 

1. I • palm in • move hand up and out __ __ __ __ 

2. 1 • palm left • swing hand out and around __ __ __ 

3. O • palm left • circle hand out from forehead twice __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

4. Open B > Y • palm in • move hand forward and down while changing to Y 
handshape __ __ __ 

5. R • palm left • arc hand forward __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

6. Open B • palm in, fingers up • flip hand out and down __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

7. L > Bent L • palm in • wipe index finger across forehead to the right, then bend 
finger __ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

8. 1 • palm out • tap back of hand against center of forehead twice 

9. Open B > A • palm in • slide fingers across and off forehead, closing to A 
handshape __ __ __ __ __ __ 

10. Flattened O > 5 • palm left • move hand down to chest while opening to 5 
handshape __ __ __ 

11. 1 > X • palm down • bend and straighten index finger several times while 
moving hand out __ __ __ __ __ 

12. H • palm left • arc hand forward __ __ __ __ __ 
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D18 Sentence-Building Puzzle
Write the English gloss for each sign inside its box. Then look at the English sentences 
below the signs and write the sentences again in ASL sentence order. Some of the signs 
will be used more than once. 

A B C D 

E 

or 

F G H 

I J K L M 

N O P Q 

1. The chair is green. 4. In the future I will lose weight. 

2. My friend is a nurse. 5. I broke the chair at school. 

3. Molly is sweet. 6. School vacation started yesterday. 
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